PARISH BULLETIN December 24, 2012

Holy Family Parish Our Lady of VN Parish The Mission of the Vietnamese Martyrs
Hamilton, ON Hamilton, ON Kitchener/Waterloo, ON

-HRISMAS MASS (LE GIANG SIN. MONTHLY FUNDRAISING EVENT
IEC GAY QUI GIAO X DAU THAN

Christmas Day 25/12/2012

All are invited to the Monthly Fundraising Event which will

¢ 9:30am-Holy Family take place on January 06, 2013 after 11:00am Sunday
¢ 11:00 am-Giao X Birc Me VN, Hamilton mass.

1: -Cong Poan Truyén Gia ac Thanh T¢ D x
¢ Vso}g{ghgr?ggwgi?loéuyen Gido Cac Thanh Tw Bao Xin qui vi 6ng ba anh chj em & lai sau Thanh Lé Chua

Nhat ngay 06/01/2013 dé dw tiéc gay qui cho gido x(r do

Khu Dang Con phu trach.
- NEW YEAR MASS -

Mass Intention (Y LE TRONG TUAN)

New Year Eve 31/12/2012 December 24-29, 2012
5:00pm - Mass in English
New Year 01/01/2013 Monday 5:00pm Sister Margaret Finn, Peter Finn
e 10:00am-Holy Family Thtr Hai 0.S.C.
e 11:30am-Giao X buc M‘e VN, Hamilton 11:00pm LH Maria & Vicente An danh
e 3:00pm-Cong Doan Truyén Giao Cac Thanh T&r Pao LH Tién Nhan
Kitchener/Waterloo Cic LH
Tuesday 9:30am Sister Bridgette Finn, Peter Finn
Tht Ba 0.S.C.
TNAMESE TET CELEBRATION 2 ) ] 5
MU’NG XUAN QUi TY 2013 11:00am LH Vicente & Maria G.Q;Vu
i Khiém
) ) i Wedneday5:00pm LH Vicente Chu Van G.b. Minh
The Vietnamese Tet Celebration (New Yea,r) will take Thit Tu Thung Chu
place on February 02, 2012 at S_t. Stephen’s Churg:h LH Maria Nguyén Thi
Hall—130 Barton St. East, Hamilton, ON. Tet Festival Binh
Celebration will begin at 11:00am til 5:00pm. Dance
Festival will began at 8:00pm. All are invited to join in the Thursday 9:00am LH Tién nhdnnéingoai G.D. Vi
celebration. Thior Nam LH Vinh Son Trung
LH Maria Thanh
Mirng xuan trong ngay 02/02/2012 (nham ngay 22 thang C 4u binh an
12 am lich) tai St. Stephen’s Church Hall—130 Barton St. . . .
East, Ham)ilton, ON. Khai mac Ho6i Cho vao luc 11:00 am %:qay, 9:00am LH V.lfenteA C. Hoa
u Sau LH Tién nhan

cho t&i 5:00 pm. Ca Nhac Da Vi bat dau val ltc 8:00 pm.
Xin qui vi 6ng ba anh chi em cung nhau t&i dy.

Mass Intention (Y LE cu81 TUAN)

RECENT CONTRIBUTIONS Next Weekend
(PONG GOP GAN DAY) :
Saturday 5:00pm LH Mo c6i & Tién nhdn G.D. Lich-Loan
Tht Bay
Sunday’s Collection: Dec 16/12 Dec 23/12

Sunday 9:30am The Living and Deceased Members of Holy

HOLY FAMILY $1,297.66 $1,719.71 Chtia Nhat Family Parish

OUR LADY OF VN $1,250.50 $1,211.00

Sunday 11:00am Cau cho giao dan Giao Xt Birc Me Viét

THE VN MARTYRS $516.00 $519.00 Chuia Nhat Nam
Sunday 4:00pm C&u cho gido dan Céng Doan Truyén Giao
Chua Nhat Cac Thanh Tir Pao VN



- FATHER’S HANH CHRISTMAS LETTER -

Dear Parishioners in Christ,

This is my first Christmas letter to you and your families. My heart is filled with joy to write to you on this Holy Season of
Christmas. We all have so much to be grateful for this Christmas season. It is a time for us to reflect not only on the past, but
also the present and the future and say to God that we are truly grateful for the blessings in our lives. Christmas is a time for
us to begin all things new in Christ. God not only sent his Son into the world to save us but also to show us how to how love
one another. I believe at Christmas each of us can give our hearts to God as our gift of love to Him. I am reminded of a time
when someone sent me a Christmas card which read, “What can I give Him, poor as I am? If [ were a shepherd, I would bring
a lamb, If [ were a wise man, [ would do my part—Yet what can I give Him, I can give Him my heart” (Christina Rossetti).
Each one of us can and will give God our full heart by building up the body of Christ. A strong vibrant faith community will
let our light shine as brightly as the light house on our coast and all may come to know that we are Christians by our love.
Let’s decide to be a happy community so that our children will want to be involved in our Church. I believe this is the time
for us to come together for healing and to forgive one another for our past sins. When we look at the Christ Child, let us open
our hearts and say, “I wish to be healed.” Come let us adore Him!

It is for this reason that Christ came - to heal us and bring us home together. Christ came for the abandoned, the poor, the
prisoners, the unemployed, the fishermen, for ordinary people like you and me. The Holy Scripture tells us his birth brought
great joy into the world. Shepherds, wise men, and angels all shared in the excitement of knowing about this great event in
our world. His birth had been long foretold by prophets as they said to look for a great star over Bethlehem, a star brighter
than all others. This Child, the prophets said, will unite all people under one banner of love.

Let our communities renew our hope in Christ this Christmas. Let us realize that we are a broken people, a sinful people, but
more importantly, Christ overlooks all our weaknesses and loves us for who we are, not who we could be. Christ is born in
the midst of a violent world so that we may learn to live in peace, to love, to forgive each other. We must let him be born into
our hearts today. As we celebrate this great feast of Christmas ‘Emmanuel, God is with us’ at Our Lady of Vietnam Parish
and Holy Family Parish. I am so grateful to be with each one of you and your families as we celebrate our first Christmas
together. I have only been here for a very short time, but I feel the spirit of your generosity, the spirit of hope, the spirit of
healing, the spirit of peace, the spirit of joy, and the spirit of love. I have truly experienced the spirit of hospitality when I
came to your homes to visit and enjoy a cup of tea and a good conversation. | was a stranger and you welcomed me into your
homes - for that I am so grateful. You have been a great support to my ministry from the very beginning.

I am looking forward to our future as we work together to build a relationship with Christ and with one another. I am well
aware of the challenges ahead, but there are also great opportunities waiting for us. I believe we are on a journey like the road
to Emmaus, let us walk together, to listen to each other’s stories, to console each other and to share our joy and hope
together. I would like to build our community by visiting one family at a time as we get to know each other better. In return |
invite you to do your part by keeping up the good work and by responding to God’s invitation to become more active in our
parish so that we can become a strong and vibrant community of faith.

I believe that if we do our best, God will do the rest. Through the sacrament of baptism, you have been called to parish
ministry, so I invite you to please give me a call to let me know how you would like to help build up this community of faith.
Your calls always put a smile on my face. This Holy Christmas, I shall hold each one of you and your families in my prayer.
May the peace of Christ and the love of God bless you and your family during this blessed season. Have a Merry Christmas!

Peace in Christ & Mary

Hanh Van Tran, OMI
Pastor



- THU GIANG SINH CUA CHA XU -

Ong ba anh chi em than mén trong Chua Kitd,

Pay la |4 thw Giang Sinh dAu tién toi viét cho 6ng ba anh chi em va gia dinh quy vi. Long tai tran ngap niém vui khi viét cho
6ng ba anh chi em trong Mua Noel Thanh nay. T4t ca chung ta déu c6 qua nhiéu diéu dé ta on. Day |a thdi gian dé chung ta
khéng chi nhin lai qua khir, nhwng con nhin vao hién tai va twong lai, va thwa véi Chua rang ching con that sw biét on Ngai vi
nhi*ng on lanh trong cudc séng cla chung con.

Giang Sinh la th&i gian cho ching ta bat dau tat ca nhirtng gi m&i mé trong Chua Kitd. Thién Chua khéng chi sai Con cia
Ngai xubng tran gian dé ctru chang ta, nhwng con dé day cho chung ta biét yéu thwong nhau nhw thé nao. Téi nghi réng vao
dip Giang Sinh, mdi chting ta c6 thé dang trai tim minh cho Thién Chua nhw la mén qué tinh yéu cua chung ta cho Ngai. Téi
nh¢ lai mét 1an co ngwdi goi cho toi mot canh thiép Giang Sinh trong do viét thé nay: “ Mot ké nghéo nhuw t6i thi c6 thé déang
tang Ngal nhirng gi? Néu toi la muc ddng, toi cé thé dang Ngai mét con chién. Néu toi 1a nha thong thai, toi sé dang Ngai cla
cai cla téi. Thé nhwng, t6i cé thé dang Ngai diéu gi day? Toi sé dang Ngai chinh con tim cla t6i” (Christina Rosetti). M®éi
chung ta co thé va sé dang cho Thién Chua tron ven con tim cla ching ta béng viéc xay dwng than thé Chua Kitd. Mot cong
doan manh mé, nang dong sé khién cho anh sang chiéu téda nhw anh sang ctia ngon hai ddng trén bién, va chinh tinh yéu
thwong clia chiing ta ma moi nguwdi c6 thé nhan biét ching ta 1a Kité hivu. Hay quyét tam dé tré thanh mét cong doan vui twoi,
nhé d6 con céi cla ching ta se ham thich tham gia vao céc sinh hoat ctia gido x(. T6i tin réng day |a thoi gian dé chang ta
dén véi nhau dé chira lanh, dé tha thir cho nhau vi nhirng 16i 1Am da qua. Khi ching ta nhin vao Hai Nhi Giésu, hdy mé long
minh ra va thwa Ngai rdng: “Con muén duoc chiva lanh”. Hay dén va the lay Ngail

Chinh vi diéu nay ma Burc Kitd da dén- dén dé chiva lanh va dem chung ta lai véi nhau. Birc Kitd da sinh ra cho nhirng ai bi
bd roi, cho ngudi nghéo, cho tu nhan, ké that nghiép, nguwdi chai lwdi, cho nhivng ngwdi tdm thweng nhw t6i. Kinh Thanh noi
cho chung ta rang sw chao doi ctia Ngai dem lai niém vui Ién lao cho thé gi¢i. Cac muc ddng, nhirtng nha théng thai, thién
than va hét moi ngwdi chia sé niém han hoan dworc biét sw kién vi dai nay xay ra trong thé gié¢i clia ching ta. Sw chao doi cla
Ngai da dwoc tién bao béi cac ngdn s khi ho méi goi dan ching hay tim kiém anh sao la, vi sao sang hon céc vi sao hwéng
vé Bélem. Tré tho nay, Dang cac ngdn siru da loan bao, sé lién két tat cad moi ngudi dwdi ngon c& cda Tinh Yéu.

Trong Mua Giang Sinh nay, cong doan chung ta hay lam mdi lai niém hy vong cta chung ta trong Blrc Kitd. Hay nhin nhan
rang chung ta la nhirng con ngu®i dd vé, 1a nhirng t6i nhan, nhwng quan trong hon ca d6 1a Chua Kitd nhin thay tat ca nhirng
yéu dudi cua chung ta va Ngai yeu thwong ching ta nhw ching ta 1a. Chua Kité ha sinh trong mét thé giéi bao tan dé chung
ta dwoc sbng trong binh an, dé yéu thwong va tha thir cho nhau. Chung ta phai d& cho Thién Chua ha sinh trong tam hén
chung ta méi ngay. Khi ching ta ct¢ hanh Dai I& Giang Sinh thi “D4ng Emmanuel- Thién Chla & cuing ching ta cling hién dién
tai gido xt&¢ Dirc Me Viét Nam va Gido x& Thanh Gia. Tdi biét on vi dwoc & day véi anh chi em va gia dinh anh chi em khi
chung ta cung nhau c&r hanh L& Giang Sinh dau tién. Tai chi m&i vé day mét thoi gian rat ngén, nhwng t6i da cdm nhan dugc
tinh than quang dai, niém hy vong, sw chiva lanh, tinh than hoa binh, niém vui va tinh yéu cia anh chj em. Téi cling d& cam
nhan dwoc tinh than hiéu khach cta cia anh chj em khi t6i viéng tham, udng tra va han huyén v&i anh chj em. Téi tirng la mot
ngwdi xa la nhwng anh chi em da tiép don t6i vao nha. Toi hét Ibng cam on. Anh chj em da la nguén tro lwc manh mé cho
cbng viéc muc vu cla téi ngay tir nhirng lic khéi dau.

T6i mong woc sé cung 6ng ba anh chi em xay dap twong quan cla chung ta véi Chaa Kité va voi nhau. Toi biét rd nhirng
thach db phia trwéc, nhung dong thdi cing c6 nhiéu co hoi dang chd doi chung ta. Tai tin rang chung ta dang trén mot cude
hanh trinh nhw quang dwong vé Emmau. Hay cung di voi nhau dé I&ng nghe nhirng cau chuyén ddi cta nhau, de an Ui nhau
va chia sé v&i nhau niém vui va ca hy vong nira. Tdi mong wéc xay dwng cong doan ching ta qua viéc tham viéng twng gia
dinh dé chung ta biét nhau hon. Dap lai, tdi cling m&i goi anh chi em lam phan sw cta minh la hay duy tri nhirng gi tét dep va
dap lai |&i moi goi ctia Thién Chua, va trd nén nang dong hon trong cac hoat dong cla gido xt, hau cong doan ching ta tré
nén moét cdng doan dirc tin I&n manh va sinh déng.

Téi tin rdng néu chang ta 1am hét st'c minh, Thién Chua sé lam phan con lai. Qua bi tich Rira Téi, ching ta dwoc kéu moi
lam muc vu cho gido x&. Vi vay, téi mdi goi 6ng ba anh chj em goi dién cho t6i va cho biét anh chi em mubn bang cach nao
dé xay dwng coéng doan dirc tin ctia chung ta. Nhirng cudc dién thoai nhw vay sé mang lai nu cwoi cho téi. Trong Mua Giang
Sinh nay, t6i s& nhé dén anh chi em va gia dinh trong I&i cadu nguyén mdi ngay. Nguyén xin Binh an va tinh yéu ctia Chua
Kitd ddi dao trén gia dinh anh chi em trong mua An Thanh nay. Cau chdc Giang Sinh vui vé!

Binh An trong Chua Kité va Me Maria
Phérd Tran Van Hanh, OMI
Lm. Chanh X
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*;Jé Live in such a way that those who know you but don’t know God will come to know God because they know you!




